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Army, by rapid retreat had disengaged them-
selves from their pursuers.   Far away to the south
the French Armies were now successfully resisting
the attempts of the Germans to advance.    The
sudden abandonment by the Germans of their
plan of envelopment offered, unexpectedly, an
opportunity of striking the German right flank
under favourable conditions.   The French Com-
mander-in-Chief was prompt to seek to turn it to
advantage.   A General Order issued on the 4th
made the necessary preparations,  and on the
following day an advance to attack the German
right flank was ordered.    Haig's own directions
to his Corps were characteristic.   Optimism now
ruled both at French and British Headquarters,
and was reflected in the orders issued to Haig.
The Allied Armies were to sweep forward to the
frontier.   No opposition was expected.   Haig was
more cautious.   He contented himself with issuing
a map showing the best available information of
the location of the Armies both friendly and
hostile, and the statement, " It is believed that
the French are going to take the offensive.   The
Expeditionary Force is to co-operate."   But if the
words were chosen with characteristic care and
caution, the action was energetic and effective.
By dawn his troops were on the move forwards
towards the enemy, and he himself, by personal
visits to the headquarters of his units, was inspiring
them with his own energy and urging them for-
ward.   At first it seemed as if the optimism at
General Headquarters was to be justified.   The